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Dear players and players’ association staff,

Please see below update on some of the key issues that we are working on for players and associations

around the world. If you have any questions or comments following these updates, please let us know.

Global Player Hardship Fund

The WCA Board was pleased to approve the establishment of its Global Player Hardship Fund at
its November Board Meeting

The Fund is designed to support current or recently retired international players in need who are
not covered by the game’s existing domestic frameworks for support. It will be governed by an
oversight panel comprised of experts and players’ association representatives

The Fund will operate within certain constraints, and will complement domestic offerings, but it is
designed to assist players who are presently unsupported and vulnerable

We are committed to continuing to build out our Global Player Welfare and Education offerings for

players' associations and players

Prize Money Non-Payment Audit, Treatment of Players

We have been concerned to receive reports on a number of countries that are still yet to pay players
their prize money in full from the Men’s T20 World Cup held in the US & Caribbean earlier this year
We have also been seriously concerned with a number of instances of threats, intimidation, and
vindictive behaviour from governing bodies towards players who have advocated for themselves

These issues are not new in cricket, but reinforce to us the need for collective player representation
We are assisting impacted player groups to ensure they receive their entitlements in full, and will

be conducting a similar audit for the Women’s World Cup held in Dubai

Global Game Structure Independent Review

The Sub-Committee leading our ongoing global game structure review has continued to meet over

the last few months, Chaired by Paul Marsh. The review is focussed on global game:

o  Structure / scheduling

o Economics

o Regulatory frameworks

o Leadership
The Sports Consultancy will also be working alongside us on the review and final reporting
There has been a significant amount of work completed to date with more than 60 stakeholders,
including players and players’ associations, interviewed
Findings will be released early in the new year and we will be doing further round of consultation
with players’ associations / international player groups in advance of that



https://theworldca.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb92d31471fbbd28919783b9&id=021449d77b&e=97a35e43d6
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WCA Global Commercial Program Update
e Our program now includes most of the best men’s and women’s players in the world - more than
600 current international players across countries - who have all aggregated certain global
commercial (name image likeness) rights through WCA GPR
e Since setting up the program we have achieved some significant outcomes for players which would
not have been possible without players working together at global level, including:
o The NFT Settlement reached with ICC (2021)
o WCA/ICC Agreement, prize money & commercial rights payments (ICC Events 2024 - 27)

o Landmark global group licensing agreement with Winners Alliance (2024)]

e Winners Alliance recently finalised an agreement with Nautilus/Real Cricket, and have a number of
other collective, player-centric licensing arrangements in the pipeline
o Participating players receive 95% of the licensed product revenue WCA GPR receives, and
benefit from annual royalty payments, which will be set out in a statement to each player
o In addition to new opportunities, we are also working with Winners to stop the unauthorised
use of player commercial rights by an estimated 100 + companies globally

e More information about our commercial program can be accessed here

USCA Membership

e We are pleased to confirm the US Cricketers’ Association has been accepted as a full WCA member
following an initial period with ‘Observer’ status

e We are looking forward to continuing to work closely with USCA as it works to make progress for
players in the US and competing in MLC

Heath Mills and Sana Mir Re-appointed

e At WCA’s November Board meeting, both Heath Mills (Executive Chairman) and Sana Mir
(Independent Director), were reappointed for further terms

e We congratulate them on their re-appointments and know their continued involvement and
leadership holds us in good stead as we continue to ensure that players and their associations

around the world are well positioned for where the game is going

Tom Moffat

Chief Executive

Key WCA contacts:

Tom Moffat - Chief Executive (tom@theworldca.com / +61 452415172)

Heath Mills - Executive Chairman (heath@theworldca.com / +64 212890092)

Cameron Borgas - Player & Member Operations (cameron@theworldca.com / +61 408 852 892)
Steph Bond - Legal & Policy (steph@theworldca.com) / +64 27250 2227



https://www.winnersalliance.com/
https://theworldca.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Player-Partnership-Communication-August-2024-Final.pdf
mailto:steph@theworldca.com

